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The Grapevine 

From late April to early 

August our Vicar, Shane 

and his wife Janet had 

some long service leave. 

Part of this time was 

spent in Europe during a 

tour with the Australian 

Welsh Male Choir. 

Shane has come back 

and reflected upon his 

travels and has presented 

a talk at the August 

Men’s ministry event 

and will do so at the 

September Caritas 

meeting. 

What follows are some 

of the photos from the 

Hubner’s trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

St Basil’s Moscow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kremlin Moscow 

Orthodox Cathedrals 

follow a design pattern 

similar to English 

Cathedrals but for the 

use of Icons instead of 

Stained glass. These icons 

are usually arranged in a 

pattern to tell the 

Christian story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interior of St Isaac’s St Petersburg 
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Shane and Janet had the great 

honour of visiting some of the 

world’s best art galleries and were 

humbled in front of some truly 

inspiring pieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rublev’s Icon of the Trinity, Moscow  

(15th century) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book of Kells, Dublin 
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Levitan’s ‘Above Eternal Peace’, Moscow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Madonna and child’ DaVinci St Petersburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Taking of Christ’ Caravaggio Dublin 
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T he Australian Welsh Male 
Choir, of which our Vicar 

Shane is a member, had the great 
honour of joining 23 other choirs 
in the Welsh festival, singing at 
the Royal Albert Hall in London 
on 9 May 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our Vicar in full flight - among 800 
 others 

The choir sang in a number of 
places in England, Wales and 
Ireland. Many of these concerts 
were fund-raisers for local 
charities and were a great delight 
to be part of, knowing that it was 
all for a good cause. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing in Exeter Cathedral 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing at Salisbury Cathedral 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Concert at Tenby Anglican Church, Wales 
 
  
 
 

 



S tarting on Friday 9 October 
and running to Sunday 18 

October, the parish will celebrate 
150 years of ministry on the 
Peninsula. 
 
The program which follows has 
something for everyone so plan to 
come to as many events as you 
can. 
 
“150 years of Music”           

7.30pm Friday 9 October 
This musical concert is the first 
event of the celebrations and 
contains some well- known 
members of the congregations as 
well as new faces.  There are 
instrumental items as well as a 
variety of singers. It is being held 
in the Parish hall so come and be 
entertained and surprised! 
 
“Men’s Breakfast”           

8.30 for 9am  Saturday 10 

October 
Will there be a bumper turn out 
for this event? Every effort has 
been made to have an event for all 

parishioners, this is your turn, 
men of the parish! See the advert 
on page 9 of this edition for more 
information. 

“Elegant Afternoon Tea”      

2.30pm Saturday 10 October 
It is hoped that many ex-
parishioners, and possibly ex-
clergy, will be able to attend this 
event. It will be a time to catch up 
with people you have not seen in 
years! Invitations will go out to all 
those on the list compiled over the 
months. It may not be the 
Windsor Hotel or the Ritz, but it 
will be full of wonderful 
fellowship and an elegant tea! 
How can you miss it?  
Tickets available from 30 August 
to 27 September. 
  
“Choral Evensong”                  

5pm Sunday 11 October     
Using the 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer service this will be a 
wonderful liturgy of hymns, 
anthems, and prayers held in the 
historic church. 
 
“Caritas Meeting”               

2pm Monday 12 October 
We are very fortunate to have 
Mrs. Joy Freier to come and talk 
to the Caritas group.  All female 

members of the parish are invited 
to this special event. There will be 
a collection during the meeting (in 
lieu of a gift to Mrs. Freier) for her 
project in the Northern Territory 
to educate indigenous women. 
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CELEBRATING 150 YEARS  
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“Mid-Week Holy Communion” 

10.30am Wednesday 14 October 
There is always a communion 
service on a Wednesday in the 
Historic Church with lunch 
afterwards. This particular week 
will be very special as the church 
foundation stone was laid on 
Monday 16 October 1865. 
 
“Celebrating the past - looking 

to the future” 

Two lectures:             

7.30pm Tuesday 13 October  

Rev. Dr. Scott Cowdell, an 

eminent theologian and Anglican 
priest from Canberra, will talk 
about the future of the parish, in a 
lecture entitled “Two Cheers for 
the Parish”. 
 
7.30pm Thursday 15 October 

Diane White will concentrate on 
the development of Mt Eliza and 
its environs. Diane is President of 
the Mornington and District 
Historical Society. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Alice in Wonderland”                     

Friday 16 October—Parish hall 
‘Alice in Wonderland’, as a book, 
was published in 1865. How 
appropriate then that we should 
show this as our film during the 
celebrations! All the family is 
invited. Appropriate refreshments 
will be served during the evening, 
not to mention perhaps an 
appearance by The White Rabbit 
or even Alice herself. Come and 
find out! 
 
“Special Church Service”        

10am Sunday 18 October 
Archbishop Freier will be in 
attendance during this service. We 
hope the church will be bursting at 
the seams as everyone celebrates 
this wonderful anniversary. 
Following the service there will be 
a special morning tea in the 
Stephen Bird Hall when it will be 
possible to catch up with those you 
did not get to talk to at the Elegant 
Afternoon Tea! 
 

A s you can see—much is 
happening and you are 

invited. For more information 
phone the parish office 9775 3301. 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS  



P overty in Australia - who 
cares? I do - God! 

 

This is the title of the next Inter-
Church Council reflection day to 
be held on Saturday 24 October 
2015 starting at 9.30am at the Mt 
Eliza Uniting Church. 
 
There will be engaging speakers; 
worship; an opportunity to share 
with other Christians in Mt Eliza; 
and good hospitality! Why not put 
the date in your diary now and 
plan to be there. The cost for the 
day is $15 with surplus funds 
going to the Christmas Bowl 
appeal. Registrations via the 
Uniting Church phone: 9787 1683 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A s part of our parish’s process 
of having better governance 

procedures we have been 
developing over the last two years 
a parish operation manual which 
covers just about everything you 
would like to know on how our 
parish operates. Not only this but 
it also highlights the various 
compliance tasks that a parish has 
to see to each and every year.  
 

M uch thanks is due to 
Richard Brooks who has 

spent many, many, many hours 
working on this important task. If 
you would like to see the manual - 
there is a copy in the parish office. 
This marks the start of a change of 
culture in the parish as we all have 
to take more responsibility for 
mitigating risks and dangers and 
hazards. Please continue to pray 
for our parish as we endeavour to 
be all that God calls us to be! 
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ICC REFLECTION DAY PROTOCOLS 
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O ur parish has proudly 
supported the work of CMS 

for many years. The following is 
some information concerning our 
link missionaries - the Gifford 
family. 
 
Since their arrival in Spain in 2008, 

Andrew and Dominique Gifford have 

sought to replant a Spanish Reformed 

Episcopal church in Barcelona, a 

modern, secular city of 4.5 million 

people with a strong sense of cultural 

identity, located in the region of 

Catalonia. The Spanish Reformed 

Episcopal Church was founded in 

1880 by Spaniards and since 1980 has 

been an extra-provincial church under 

the metropolitan authority of the 

Archbishop of Canterbury. It is a 

Spanish speaking church. The Spanish 

Reformed Episcopal Church, of which 

Andrew is rector, meets in the local 

Roman Catholic Parish church, with 

which it has a warm relationship.  
 
Their focus is evangelism through 

friendships with locals as well as a 

public worship service on Sundays. 

They also offer courses in 

understanding Christianity and 

English classes. 

Despite the general view that Spain is 

a Roman Catholic country, vast 

numbers of Spaniards have no 

connection with the Catholic church, 

apart from cultural rituals. The 

Giffords have found very few 

opportunities to meet people who take 

Jesus seriously. There are 23,000 

residents in the square kilometre in 

which they live and only two other 

protestant churches, each with less 

than 40 in the congregation. The 

children attend a local public school 

and have met no other pupils from 

Christian families of any confession.  
 
However, while church planting in 

Europe is slow, God is changing lives 

little by little. Andrew and Dominique 

are occasionally told that there is 

something different about them and 

this encourages them to continue to 

serve God through their teaching, 

pastoral ministry and hospitality.  

ALEC, ANDREW, JORDI, DARCEY, DOMINIQUE, AMELIE  

THE GIFFORDS - OUR LINK MISSIONARIES 
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* Offer rostered time to assist on 
the  
    Plant/Produce/Gift Stalls? 
* Provide plants/produce/gift 
items for the  
   Plant/Gift Stalls? 
* Assist with transporting & 
returning furniture - setting up 
marquees etc? 
* Provide contacts for free 
promotion/advertising or 
window displays etc? 
* Assist the gardeners with 
general maintenance/weeding 
etc. before the event? 
 
All enquiries: Lyn Whelan 
(59778104) 

E very couple of years for the 
last little while we have 

promoted this wonderful event to 
help raise funds for the ministry 
of the parish. Due to the 
wonderful generosity of five 
families we have this wonderful 
collection of gardens for your 
viewing pleasure on the weekend 
of 7/8 November.  
 

BUT we also need your support! 
Are you able to:-   
* Assist on a two hour gate 
roster? 
* Be present as a first-aider (Level 
2 St John's  
   Ambulance minimum) for a 
two hour shift? 
 

FIVE GARDENERS’ GARDENS NOVEMBER 2015 
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 1865 – 2015  
Celebrating 150 years 

of Anglican Christian ministry in Mt Eliza! 
 

Saturday 10 October 2015 
8.30am for 9.00am 

Breakfast 
Pioneer Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our guest speaker will be Pastor David Rietveld, 
Senior Pastor of New Peninsula Church, Mornington. 

 
Tickets available from Mike Simpson, Bevan Whelan, Peter Verrall and Paul Carr 

and must be purchased by 
Sunday 4 October. 

Cost is $30 per head - Invite a friend 
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REFLECTIONS ON CURSILLO  

C ursillo is a short course in the 
basics of Christian faith and 

Christian living. It has its origins 
in Spain (hence the Spanish 
name!) but has been in Australia 
for almost 25 years. The course is 
delivered in the form of a three-
day ‘camp’ experience where 
people get a taste of Christian 
living. The Reverend Sue Brooks 
(honorary Assistant Priest in the 
parish) has contributed the 
following:  

 

Reflections on Cursillo. 

I  remember doing my Cursillo 

weekend when I was first the 

Vicar of St Catherine's Caulfield 

South.  Despite all my theological 

training I found it greatly enriched 

my Christian journey, and gave me 

the strength to keep going in my 

parish ministry.  Also on the two 

occasions that I was seriously ill 

during the past 10 years, Richard 

and I received great support, both 

through prayer and friendship 

through the Cursillo movement.  

 
Two parishioners, Jo Dellit and 
Sharlene England recently 
attended a Cursillo weekend and 
offer the following reflections: 
 
Jo Dellit 
 
It was quite a surprise to be invited to 

attend a Cursillo week-end. Attending an 

Anglican week-end retreat with a group 

of strangers was not high on my 

priority list. I had no idea what to 

expect and was secretly worried it 

might be rather like attending a 
convent where I would be bored, 

lonely and hungry all week-end.  
 
I was almost relieved when my 

application form got lost on the first 

attempt to get me there but my 

wonderful parish sponsors persisted 

and I’m so glad they did. 

God showed me that His timing and 
His grace is perfect. I have never 

experienced so much instant 

friendship, fun, laughter and love 

amongst a group of complete 

strangers, as at Cursillo.  
 
I knew this is what Jesus was talking 

about when He instructed us to “love 
one another”. True Christian love 

laid bare, the mark by which we 

would be measured as His disciples. 

Don’t get me wrong there were 

serious moments too and tears 

openly shed. It was a safe space to be 

oneself and to simply let go and let 

God perform His transformative 

work in us together. 
 
I experienced great joy in answered 

prayer and many unexpected 

moments of grace throughout the 

weekend. I forged new friendships 

and an even greater respect for the 

privilege of belonging to the body of 

Christ. I felt Holy Spirit confirm a 

prompting I received a month or so 
before I attended Cursillo to start a 

women’s fellowship group in my 

home and the importance of personal 

invitation to “come and see” just as 

Jesus first disciples had done.  



PAGE 11 SEPTEMBER 2015 

REFLECTIONS ON 

CURSILLO  

(CONT) 

I was reminded that He is powerfully 

present when two or three are gathered 

in His name and Christian community 

is a precious gift and blessing. 
 

Sharlene England 
 

“What was I letting myself in for?” I 

thought as I prepared to attend the 

Cursillo weekend W43.  I had been 

feeling as though I had just been 
swimming on the surface of my 

Christian journey for a long time and I 

hoped that this would be an opportunity 

to dive deeper.  At the very least I knew 

it would allow me to indulge in some 

personal time with our Lord and I was 

very much looking forward to 

that. What I discovered was that I was 

enveloped by a loving, supportive 
Christian community.  I felt uplifted 

and enriched by the guiding light of the 

Holy Spirit and felt closer to God than 

ever before. I have come away with 

renewed enthusiasm and courage to 

move forward on my journey. I feel 

God’s presence beside me constantly 

and that is very empowering. 
 

I f you would more information 
or perhaps even attend a 

weekend Cursillo course—please 
speak to the Vicar 0432 681 177. 
It is open to both men and 
women. 
 

 
 

T he following was submitted by 
a parishioner. Given the age of 

many in our congregations it has 
been felt to be very appropriate: 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 

Though my hair is white as snow 

Though my sight is growing dim, 

Still He bids me trust in Him 

(CHORUS) 

YES, JESUS LOVES ME…  

YES, JESUS LOVES ME. 

YES, JESUS LOVES ME,  

FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO. 
  

Though my steps are oh, so slow, 

With my hand in His I’ll go 

On through life, let come what may, 

He’ll be there to lead the way 

(CHORUS) 
  

When the nights are dark and long, 

In my heart He puts a song, 

Telling me in words so clear, 

“Have no fear, for I am near.” 

(CHORUS) 
  

When my work on earth is done, 

And life’s victories have been won. 

He will take me home above, 

Then I’ll understand His love. 

(CHORUS) 
  

I love Jesus, does He know? 

Have I ever told Him so? 

Jesus loves to hear me say, 

That I love Him every day. 

(CHORUS) 
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WARDENS’ FINANCIAL UP-DATE 

F or the year ended 30 
September 2015 we expect to 

report a small surplus of around 
$3,000 as indicated in our last 
update.  Cash at bank, although 
tight, should end the year better 
than previously thought.  Both 
outcomes have been assisted by 
the generous support of retired 
clergy from within and outside 
the parish, keeping locum costs to 
a minimum (budget $16,000, 
actual $3,000), over the Vicar’s 
recent long service and annual 
leave. Our cash position has been 
helped by a bequest, a portion of 
which was specified for use with 
ongoing operating costs. 

 

A 
s well, the ability to allocate 

some expenditure to earlier 

bequests and a small 

remaining surplus from the sale 

of the Humphries Rd property 

has been a positive. Should you 

wish any further explanation or 

detail, please contact one of our 

wardens, i.e. Kelvin Taylor ph. 

8319 5676, John Paterson ph. 

9787 2739, or John Welsh 

ph.9787 8176. 

S ome notes for the chart on 
the next page: 

 
 Offertory - Open Plate and 

giving through Auto ADF 
deductions are better than 
budget,  while Envelope 
giving has been less than 
promised 

 Maintenance costs at 105 
Koetong Parade have 
addressed projects carried 
forward from 2014, but 
should still finish the year 
close to budget. 

 Lamppost Gallery – the 
surplus remaining (from 
donations of $9,165), after 
two exhibitions, should 
cover the next exhibition 
and enable the 2015 
calendar year to finish close 
to breakeven as planned.  
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WARDEN’S FINANCIAL UP-DATE (CONT) 

Description 

2014/15 
Forecast 
$’000’s 

2014/15 
Budget 
$’000’s 

2013/14 
Actual 
$’000’s 

Income       

Offertory 244 253 240 

Other (incl. Donations, LPG, MDF) 64 53 44 

Property (incl. 55 St M & Hall) 39 42 20 

Activities (incl. Fete, Pvte Services) 28 32 40 

  Total Income 375 380 344 

        

Expenditure       

Staff 213 228 216 

Ministry (incl. LPG, Assessment) 57 46 38 

Administration 18 22 20 

Occupancy (incl. Utilities) 16 19 16 

Maintenance 20 20 8 

Property (55 St Mitchell only) 4 8 3 

Hall Loan Repayments 19 19 14 

Mission 10% Offertory 25 25 24 

Total Expenditure 372 387 339 

        

Surplus (Deficiency) 3 (7) 5 
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INTRODUCING PAUL CARR 

I  am married to Elsa and we have 

three children. Most of you have 

got to know us well over the past three 

years. I'm delighted to say that Elsa is 

enjoying practising her psychological 

therapy in the village GP surgery and 

the local mental health services. Zola 

(11), Pacha (9), and Zedekiah (8) are 

happy in the village primary school, 

enjoying sports, our church, the 

incredible native wildlife - and 

anything remotely associated with 

chocolate Tim Tams! I continue to 

work for Monash Health and study 

theology full time at Trinity 

theological school, whilst enjoying the 

support of the Diocese as a candidate 

for ordained ministry and supporting 

the mission of our church in the Parish 

whilst undertaking my placements here 

under the support and guidance of 

Mike and Shane. As a family we have 

a great love for the Parish of Mount 

Eliza, we feel called to be here, and 

continue to be warmly welcomed and 

supported - Thank You.  

Before I came to Mount Eliza, we lived 

in Northamptonshire, England. Our 

Anglican church was in the diocese of 

Peterborough and it was our home of 

worship for over 13 years. It's always 

hard to move from the old and travel to 

the new, leaving behind friends, 

family, and familiar ways of life. 

Change isn't easy whatever the 

circumstance. We have to trust 

God. However, life reflects seasons 

and transitions, and so closing doors 

and opening new ones has brought us 

into Australia, which has quickly 

become home for us and we faithfully 

look toward the future that God has in 

store whilst we continue to worship 

and serve in the parish. Please pray for 

us as a family, and for me as I continue 

to discern Gods call into ministry. As I 

pray for you and this Parish both now 

and for its future, I know that through 

God, we needn't worry about anything 

and anything is possible in changing 

journeys. Blessings Paul 



The next three months are a busy time in the life of our parish. Please 
check the weekly pew bulletin and updates on the web site for more 
details closer to when events are to happen. 
 
DATE  EVENT  LOCATION       TIME 
 
16 September Parish Council  Hall   7.30pm 
 
27 September Evensong   Historic Church  5pm 
 

9 - 18 October 150th Celebrations - see inside Grapevine for more details on specific events 
 
21 October Parish Council  Hall   7.30pm 
 
24 October Inter Church Council 
  Reflection day  Uniting Church Mt Eliza 9.30am 
 
25 October Evensong   Historic Church  5pm 
 
7-8 November Five Garden’s Event - see inside Grapevine for more details 
 
18 November Parish Council  Hall   7.30pm 
 
29 November Evensong   Historic Church  5pm 
 
Advance notice of some events in December 
 
2 December Advent Prayer Service Mt Eliza Catholic Church 7.30pm 
 
10 December Carols in the Village  Village Green  7pm 
 
13 December Children’s Nativity Play Main Church  9am 
 
18-19 December Christmas Bowl Collection in the Mt Eliza Village  

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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REGISTRAR NOTES 
 

FUNERALS:  Martyn Williams; Bruce Warne; Shirley Stringer 

Please continue to pray for these people and their families. 



105 Koetong Parade 

Mount Eliza  VIC  3930 

 

Phone: 9775 3301 

 

E-mail: anglicanmounteliza@gmail.com 

Web: mteliza.melbourneanglican.org.au 

We are a community of Christians who are knowing Christ 
and making Christ known, in our church, in our families, 
in our communities and in the world. We worship in the 
wide variety of styles offered by the Anglican tradition, from 
choral Eucharist to Sunday school, from traditional service 
to contemporary praise, for seniors and children, for youth 
and adults. There is something for everyone ~ whoever you 
are, wherever you come from, you are welcome to join us as 
we meet God here. 

The Anglican Parish of  Mount Eliza 

 knowing Christ and making Christ known 

 

Sunday 

7.45 am Holy Communion (from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

 St James the Less historic church 
 
9 am Holy Communion with Children’s Programs every week in term time. 

 St James the Less main church 
  
10 am Holy Communion 

 Chapel of the Resurrection, The Peninsula School. 
 
10.30 am Choral Eucharist 

 St James the Less main church 
  
6.00pm Choral Evensong ~ 4th Sunday  

  St James the Less historic church 

Wednesday 

10.30am Holy Communion 

   St James the Less historic church 

    

 SERVICES AT MT ELIZA 


