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Name above all Names’ 
Names are very special. 
When Sav and I had our 
two children, we spent ages 
choosing names for them. 
We were interested in what 
they meant, how they 
sounded, and how they 
looked written down. I'm 
sure many parents do the 
same, and many, young 
and old, also take great care 
in choosing a name for their 
pet, even a special toy or 
doll. 
As well as the name we are 
given at  bir th,  we 
sometimes have nicknames 
too. I had a nickname when 
I a child at school, not 
really one I wanted! It was 
to do with my last name 
which was 'Cook', so for a 
while some kids called me 
Cookie. While my nickname 

was merely a play on my 
surname, other nick names 
can be flattering, or 
endearing or encouraging. 
They might describe or say 
something about you, like 

‘Curly’ or ‘Muscles’. 
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‘Curly’ or ‘Muscles’. 
Jesus had lots of names. 
Some were ascribed to 
him before he was born, 
and others after his 
resurrection. Jesus gave 
himself some interesting 
names during his life here 
on earth. But God had 
decided his birth name 
would be Jesus, which 
means 'the Lord saves', 
because Jesus would save 
people from their sins. 
Isaiah the prophet gave 
Jesus names that were 
v e r y  g r a n d  l i k e 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting 
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FROM THE  VICAR (CONTINUED) 

Father, and, Prince of Peace. 
These are names for God, the God 
who is sovereign over the whole 
world, the God who is in control, 
the God we can trust in. 
When the early church saw Jesus 
rise back to life after he died - they 
realised that  Jesus was truly God's 
son and they gave him great names 
like the Christ (which means God's 

anointed one), also King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords, and the Light 
of the World.  
I love the names that Jesus used to 
describe himself when he was here 
on earth 2000 years ago. He called 
himself: the Good Shepherd, the 
bread of life, the light of the world. 
He said: I am the resurrection and 
the life; I am the Way the Truth 
and the Life. These names tell us 
that God loved the world so much, 
that he gave his only son, Jesus, so 
that everyone who has faith in him 
will have eternal life. 
Jesus is like the good shepherd 
who loves and takes care of his 
sheep.  
He is like the bread of life - who 
feeds us and sustains us by being 
with us forever. 
Jesus is the way, the truth and the 
life - he is the son of God ready to 
take our hand and lead us right 
into God's presence. All his names 
tell us that he can be our greatest 
friend. 

There is one more significant 
name that the angel Gabriel told 
Joseph that Jesus would be known 
by: Immanuel which means God-

with-us. 
The names of Jesus tell us that he 
was born for us, he is the biggest 
gift that God could give us. So 
Christmas is our celebration too, 
and we say to one another - not 
Happy Birthday - but Happy 
Christmas, as we are filled with 
thanksgiving for the gift of 
Immanuel, God-with-us. 
 
May God indeed be with you, 
filling you with all joy and peace 
this Christmas. 
 
Jennie 
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A NOTE FROM THE  VICAR AND THE 

WARDENS 

  
The Diocese has approached the parishes of St James the Less, Mt 
Eliza and St Paul's Frankston to consider whether they could work 
together in a 'Parish Cooperation' arrangement (as per the Parish 
Governance Act Part 6) for a period of three years. In essence this 
would be asking The Rev Jennie Savage to be Priest-in-Charge of St 
Paul's Frankston whilst Incumbent of Mt Eliza. A ministry team would 
be extended to minister and play a mentoring role to St Paul's to help 
them return to full viability. This would not be an amalgamation, nor 
would the Mt Eliza parish be financially liable for St Paul's. 
At this stage the arrangement is being explored by clergy (including 
The Rev Claudia Mauracher, current Locum Priest at St Paul’s 
Frankston) who would form the ministry team, and wardens of both 
parishes are yet to meet for an initial discussion. Should this proceed 
further it would require approval from both parish councils and 
statutory parish meetings. As discussions proceed, both parishes will be 
kept informed. 
Please be assured that this does not in any way impede our own aims 
in ministry and mission. However, your prayers for the well-being of  
God’s church both here and with our sister church in Frankston and 
beyond would be appreciated. 
 
 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartsign.com%2Fupload%2F2016%2F02%2F17%2Fnativity-christmas-shepherd-clipart-free-clipart-images.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartsign.com%2Fimage%2F17266%2F&docid=fKIZMMA144hHLM&tbnid=4hhRfGONpjN3
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This year the family ministries 
team and Lamppost gallery team 
have collaborated on a project to 
raise money for Act For Peace 
Christmas Bowl by creating a 
family photo opportunity in the 
gallery space of the main church.  
Using our talented in-house artist, 
Rebekah Pryor, a nativity scene 
has been created that invites the 
local  community  to  put 
themselves in the picture.  
Families or individuals can dress 
up as characters from the nativity 
and be photographed.  The photos 
are then emailed to them for 
sending out to family and friends 
or posting on social media.  Each 
family is asked to make a 
minimum $5 donation to 
Christmas Bowl in exchange for 
the experience.  Taking place 

weekends and Wednesday 

afternoons until the 18th of 

December, this event seeks to 

build pathways between the local  
community, our church and the 
work of Christmas Bowl.  More 

information can be found online 
via the church website and in the 
December issue of Mornington 
Peninsula Magazine. 

http://
www.morningtonpeninsulamagaz

ine.com.au/
artseventsleisure/2016/12/2/a-

story-of-contrasts 

 

 
9am Children's Pageant  
this year has the theme "Put 
Yourself in the picture" and shows 
how the story of Christmas and 
Jesus coming into the world is our 
story too.  Through drama, video, 
song and bible readings, the 
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  t a k e  t h e 
congregation through a familiar 
story, inviting them to think about 
the characters and how they 
themselves fit into God's story.  

Taking place on Sunday 18th 

December at the 9am service in 

the main church. 

  

CHRISTMAS FAMILY PHOTO OP 



PAGE 5 DECEMBER 2016 

ORDINATION OF REV’D PAUL CARR  

Ordination to the priesthood – A 

faith journey - Reverend Paul Carr 
 
Growing up in the picturesque 
villages of Oxfordshire, England, 
my faith was nurtured within a 
small family unit and an Anglican 
Church of England school that 
prioritised people, prayer, and the 
transmission of Christian values 
above all other things.  
 
While I shared many beliefs, 
interests and public service values 
with my family and friends over the 
years, I had not imagined that I 
would join theological school with a 
view to becoming ordained - 
although my Mother and Elsa, my 
wife, might disagree. After nearly 
fifteen years of discerning, I find 
myself to be ordained to the 
priesthood on Saturday 26th 
November 2016 at St.Paul’s 
Cathedral, Melbourne. 
 
Many of you in the Parish have 
known us as a family for over four 
years since we moved to Australia 
in 2012. Many of you have 
supported us, prayed for us, and 
encouraged me in my faith journey, 
and I have been honoured to serve 
as a Deacon for the past nine 
months at the Anglican Parish of 
Mount Eliza.  
During my years of discernment, I 
have maintained my commitment to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
working in my career in Psychiatry 
in the public sector mental health 
services. However, from the moment 
I first heard the call, I wanted to 
consecrate my life to Christ and the 
Church and, having served in parish 
life in various forms over the years 
and particularly these last few 
months since being ordained, I am 
confident that the diocesan 
priesthood is where Our Lord is 
calling me.  
 
The diocesan priesthood is the 
particular way that I feel I am being 
called to give my whole self to Christ 
and the Church. 
 
I feel called to pray for God’s 
people, to help them encounter 
Christ and experience His love, and 
to spiritually nourish, lead, and serve 
them as they, too, give their lives for 
Christ and the Church. 
 
Having trained and then worked in 
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ORDINATION OF REV’D  PAUL CARR 

clinical teams since 1998, I was 
Head of Services in 
Northamptonshire NHS Trust 
before commencing theological 
training at St.John’s College, 
Nottingham, but then we moved to 
Australia in 2012. The last few 
years have helped confirm my 
vocation within religious 
community life. 
 
Having completed three years of 
formal training at Trinity 
Theological College in Melbourne, 
this learning experience has brought 
me a greater understanding of the 
Gospels, early church history, 
systematics, ministry formation, 
pastoral formation, including 
philosophy, and contemporary 
cultural issues concerning justice. 
 
Guided by spiritual directors, 
clergy, and mentors, responding to 
God’s call to the diocesan 
priesthood has taken time and 
patience, yet with all of this support 
- particularly from my wife and 
children, I have experienced the 
Lord’s faithfulness and provision 
throughout my journey, which has 
been my inspiration to saying ‘yes’ 
to this vocation. 
 
We all need encouragement along 
life’s journey. I found confidence in 
not being afraid to give my life to 
Christ and the Church - faithful in 

the belief that no one who gives 
their life to Christ will find 
themselves at a loss. 
 
It is scary at first when discerning 
whether to leave your present life 
and enter this calling – it still is! And 
there are doubts and concerns why 
not to go ahead, but I’ve reached the 
conclusion that if God is calling you 
to something, in my case to the 
priesthood, then you need to trust 
that Our Lord will give you the 
grace and everything you need to 
respond to that call. 
 
I’m still being formed. I often realise 
a humbling feeling but I am hopeful 
and perhaps slightly incredulous at 
the wonders which God has worked 
in my life. As I now approach my 
ordination to the priesthood, I have 
absolutely no regrets about making 
that decision years ago and there is 
nothing else I’d rather be doing. 
 
That said, when I consider what the 
priesthood is, I ask myself; “How 
can anyone claim to be worthy of 
the priestly office?” I do feel 
unworthy, that is why we ask God 
and the people of God to pray that 
He gives us what we need.  
 
Yet, there is a great peace and joy in 
following God's call - a call now 
being confirmed by the Church. 
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FIRST COMMUNION FOR REV’D PAUL CARR 
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2016 

Sunday 18 December 
9am:  Main Church:  
  Children's Christmas Pageant 
 
5pm:  Main Church:  
  Nine Lessons and Carols Service 
 

Christmas Eve 

7pm:  Main Church:  
  Christmas Family Service  

 (non-Communion) 
 
11.00pm      Main Church—Christmas Carols 
11.30pm: Main Church  
  Midnight Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day 
9am:  Main Church: Choral Eucharist 
 

   New Year’s Day 

  Normal Sunday services 

M ay we 
gather as 

God’s people to 

celebrate the birth 
of  our Lord and 
Saviour as we 
continue in our 
prayers for peace 
for the world. 
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PARISH FETE 2017 

 

PARISH FETE 
THEME: RENEWAL AND COMMUNITY 

 
DATE:  SATURDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 

 
MEETING DATES TIME 7.30PM 

IN SMALL HALL 
 

19TH JANUARY 2017 
 

2ND FEBRUARY 
 

16TH FEBRUARY 
 

Contact John Welsh famwelsh@bigpond.com 
Tel: 9787 8176 

 

mailto:famwelsh@bigpond.com
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PLAYGROUP 

Playgroup runs on Monday mornings during school term time and 
has been spending the last month exploring ideas around Christmas. 
Angels, Christmas cards and baby Jesus have been made, pictures 
have been painted, glittery playdough has been shaped into gifts and 
fun Christmas songs have been sung.   
Playgroup finishes for this year on the 19th of December with a 
special Christmas story, presents and a party.   
As some children transition into school there will be spots available 
for 2017.   
For more information look online or contact Sam White, Families 
Minister. 

WEDNESDAY 10.30am 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Last service for 2016 - 
Wednesday 21 December 
 
Services will resume on 
Wednesday 18 January 2017 



Please check the monthly pew bulletin and updates on the web site for 
more details closer to when events are to happen. 
 
DATE  EVENT  LOCATION       TIME 
 
 
14 - 18 December  Christmas Family Photo Op Narthex   Various 
 
18 December  Children’s Pageant  Main Church  9.00am 

 

18 December Nine Lessons and Carols            Main Church  5.00pm 

 
19 December  Deadline for January Newsletter   5.00pm 
 
21 December             Parish Council  Hall `  7.30pm 
 
24 December Family Christmas Eve Service   Main Church  7.00pm 

 

24 December Carols and Christmas Service Main Church        from 11.00pm 

 

25 December Christmas Service  Main Church  9.00am 

 
1 January 2017 Services as normal 
 
25 February 2017 Parish Fete 

 
The Parish office will be closed from 22 December to 9 January. 

Contact the clergy by mobile or email. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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REGISTRAR NOTES 
 

 
 
FUNERALS:   Maxwell David Lawrence 
  Pamela Ann Jamieson 
  Lynette Margaret Whelan 
  Margaret Walton 
BAPTISMS:  Milena Avani Stansfield 
  Murphy Jones Lucasz 
  Wyatt Wyndham Ferrari-Male 
  Cleo Havanna Brabin 

   
Please continue to pray for these people and their families. 



105 Koetong Parade 

Mount Eliza  VIC  3930 

 

Phone: 9775 3301 

 

E-mail: anglicanmounteliza@gmail.com 

Web: mteliza.melbourneanglican.org.au 

We are a community of Christians who are knowing Christ 
and making Christ known, in our church, in our families, 
in our communities and in the world. We worship in the 
wide variety of styles offered by the Anglican tradition, from 
choral Eucharist to Sunday school, from traditional service 
to contemporary praise, for seniors and children, for youth 
and adults. There is something for everyone ~ whoever you 
are, wherever you come from, you are welcome to join us as 
we meet God here. 

The Anglican Parish of  Mount Eliza 

 knowing Christ and making Christ known 

 

Sunday 

7.45 am Holy Communion (from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

 St James the Less historic church 
 
9 am Holy Communion with Children’s Programs every week in term time. 

 St James the Less main church 
  
10 am Holy Communion 

 Chapel of the Resurrection, The Peninsula School. 
 
10.30 am Choral Eucharist 

 St James the Less main church 
  
6.00pm Choral Evensong ~ 4th Sunday (not January) 

  St James the Less historic church 

Wednesday 

10.30am Holy Communion (resumes 18 January 2017) 

   St James the Less historic church 

    

 SERVICES AT MT ELIZA 


