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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

A Praying  
Community 
 
Eugene Peterson  
writes:  

      ‘For many, the first great surprise of the 
Christian life is in the form of the troubles we 
meet. Somehow it is not what we had 
supposed: we had expected something quite 
different; we had our minds set on Eden or 
New Jerusalem. We are rudely awakened to 
something very different and we look around 
for help, scanning the horizon for someone 
who will give us aid: 
I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From whence does my help come?’ 

 
This text is from Psalm 121, the second in a group of 
psalms (from Psalm 120-134) called The Psalms of 
Ascent. They were most likely sung in sequence as 
Hebrew pilgrims travelled up to Jerusalem for the 
great worship festivals. 
Jerusalem, being the highest city geographically, 
meant that most of the journey was spent ascending. 
But the ascent was not only literal, but metaphorical, 
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FROM THE  VICAR (CONTINUED) 

the journey acted out a life lived upward toward God. Onward and 
upward, as the saying goes! 
 
Isaiah wrote in his second chapter about travelling up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we 
may walk in his paths. Eugene Peterson describes the Psalms of Ascent as 
combining all the cheerfulness of a travel song, with the practicality of a guidebook 
and map; and William Faulkner commented that these psalms are not 
monuments, but footprints. A monument only says, ‘At least I got this far,’ while 
a footprint says, ‘This is where I was when I moved again.’ 
 
The Psalms of Ascent was a journey of communities. Pilgrims travelled in 
groups which no doubt increased their safety, while sharing supplies and 
wisdom, and the giving and receiving of support. 
 
There is good reason to be part of a praying community. For one, if you 
isolate yourself, if prayer is only a private practice, you risk finding 
yourself to be quite wrong! With a community, it can be a relief to find out 
when you are wrong, and be put in the right direction. 
 
After drifting away for some years, I came back to the Christian faith and 
within a few months of the initial joy of reconversion, I fell into quite a 
hole, feeling an overwhelming sense of guilt about my sinfulness. Because 
of the care of this church community, some people noticed my desolation 
and reached out to me with concern and with prayer support, and 
crucially with wisdom born of experience. I found out from them that this 
was not unusual, to have after the euphoria of conversion, a sudden 
plunge into guilt. Their prayer supported me as I worked through the 
issues that were behind this desolation, and in their company, I was able to 
continue my faith journey. 

 
But this is not only affects new Christians. Others who, despite their faith 
of many years, have felt abandoned or punished by God when something 
went wrong in their lives. They too, have needed the loving prayer 
support and encouragement of their faith community around them. 

 
Life continues to have its hazards, but as Psalm 121 assures us: 

The One who keeps watch over his people, shall neither doze  
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FROM THE  VICAR (CONTINUED) 

nor sleep. 
The Lord is the one who will guard you. 
The Lord at your right hand will be your defence 
 … shall preserve you from all evil … who will keep you safe  
… who shall take care of your going out, and your coming in … 

 
It is the community of faith who remind one another of this, who come 
alongside in shared pilgrimage and share the good news. All Christians 
travel the same ground as they journey toward God. They breathe the 
same air, drink the same water, fear the same dangers, are subject to the 
same pressures, get the same distresses, are buried in the same ground. To 
ask another for prayer should surprise no one, for we are all on this same 
journey. 
 
In our parish, we have established a weekly prayer meeting on Tuesdays 
from 2-3pm in the Main Church (in front of the Leonard French window). 
Praying together is an opportunity both to give and receive the benefits of 
a praying community, to draw on the combined strength and wisdom of 
the faith community. Alongside one another we know the tangible effects 
of support and prayer at that very time. Remember Jesus saying, when two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among you. We seek insight and 
guidance from God as we spend some time in silence as well praying the 
prayers from our hearts. 
 
Prayer Ministry has historically and continues to be offered at the end of 
the 9am service. This is something we will look at continuing with our new 
services that it may be offered to all. 
 
Faith is not an escape from life’s assaults, but a solid massive, secure 
experience of God who keeps our life, who keeps our going out and our 
coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 
  

St James writes in his 5th chapter: "Make this your common practice: Confess 
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you can live together whole 
and healed. The prayer of a person living right with God is something powerful to 
be reckoned with."  

 
The Servant Song, like the Psalms of Ascent, is about our shared journey: 
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We are pilgrims on a journey  
and companions on the road;  
we are here to help each other,  
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ light for you  
in the night-time of your fear;  
I will hold my hand out to you,  
speak the peace you long to hear. 

 
Let us, visibly, be a praying community, not each in their own bubble, but 
as pilgrims who meet, share and encourage on the road. 
 
May the grace and peace that is found in the Lord, be with you, 
Jennie 
 
1. Eugene Peterson; ‘The Journey’ (Marshall Pickering, 1980) p.24-25 
2. Isaiah 2:3 
3. Peterson, p.9 
4. Matthew 18:20 
5. James 5:16 (The Message) 

Much thought and discussions are going on now as to 

implementing the restructure of our worship services from23 

April. 

As already announced the current four Sunday morning services 

will conclude on April 9, Palm Sunday, with final celebrations of 

thanksgiving and worship at each service. During Holy Week we 

will worship altogether: Maundy Thursday 7pm, Good Friday 

10am, and Easter Sunday 10am in the Main Church. 

Then from Sunday April 23, we will have two morning services at 

8.30 and 10.30am worshipping in the main church at St James 

The Less. 

LOOKING FORWARD 
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LOOKING FORWARD (CONTINUED) 

Many questions have been asked of what exactly each service will 

be like. Although it is likely there will be some evolving of the 

services, a few specifics are emerging for the first three months. 

 

The 8.30am is a traditional service which will normally be (a sung) 

Holy Communion Second Order from A Prayer Book for Australia. 

On the fourth Sunday of the month, this service will follow the First 

Order and be a said Communion with hymns (this will be the first 

service on April 23). The music will include both traditional and 

modern hymns. Some Sundays will have organ accompaniment,  

some with piano, and the choirs and singers will be rostered 

accordingly. There will be provision for children’s ministry should 

there be children in attendance. 

The 10.30 service is called a contemporary  service which means it 

will have more flexibility in its liturgy and the music will include 

some traditional, as well as modern and upbeat songs and hymns. 

It will be recognisably Anglican, some might call it ‘Anglican Lite’. 

The Communion is said, and on the first Sunday of the month the 

service will be the Praise, Prayer, and Proclamation Service from A 

Prayer Book for Australia. Children’s ministry is a regular feature of 

the service with a Children’s Talk plus a separate time for 

children’s teaching during the sermon and prayers. 

From March 12, we will be asking people from each of the current 

services to consider putting their names down for a Sunday roster 

for either the 8.30 or 10.30 for the first three months. This is 

recognising the fact that some will be unsure of which service they 

will ultimately settle into. But we need to create a roster to get us 

going, so putting your name down means that on the Sundays you 

are not rostered on, you are of course free to attend the other 

service if you so wish. 

Among us all is a rich pool of resources. God has bestowed gifts 

upon us all - someone described the parish as a ‘tapestry of 
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talent’. As we come near to the end of our first three months in the 

new services, it is likely most will know which service they will be 

attending regularly and we can adjust and expand the rosters 

accordingly. 

As we undertake our new forms of worship, let us work hard on 

building community one with another. The makeup of the 

congregations will look quite different, there will be many unknown 

faces for everyone. This is an opportunity to greet and welcome 

one another (it does not matter which congregation or church 

space you come from), we are all new in these new services, we 

are all the hosts. The Rule of St Benedict was very strong on 

welcoming and hospitality, Benedict instructed his monks to 

receive all guests who arrive as Christ, because in them Christ 

himself is welcomed, as Christ Jesus said, ’I was a stranger and you 

took me in.’ This is a call to every one of us to open our hearts and 

take each of those unknown faces in. And then we keep doing that, 

as we trust God to send more people to us! 

 
Jennie,  Sarnia, John and Kel 
Vicar and Wardens of the Parish 
 
 

 
Update re St Paul’s Frankston 

An update regarding the proposed Parish Co-operation Arrangement 

with St Paul’s Frankston: At this stage the urgency of this proposal 

has dimmed, as St Paul’s under Rev Claudia Mauracher’s leadership 

is travelling very positively. The wardens of both parishes with 

Jennie and Claudia have decided to suspend further talks until 

midyear and review the progress made, and whether the proposal 

is still valid. 
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THE CHANGING OF SERVICES 

 
Sunday services at 7.45, 9, 10 and 10.45am up to the 9th April 

 

9th April, Palm Sunday, 
celebratory final services for 

7.45, 9, 10 & 10.30am 
 

We worship together over Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday: 

 
13 April Maundy Thursday— 

7.00pm Main Church 

14 April Good Friday— 
10.00am Main Church 

16 April Easter Day— 
10.00am Main Church  

 

From 23 April New services 
commence:  

 8.30am Holy Communion 
 10.30am Contemporary 

Service 
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LAMPPOST GALLERY 

  

Lamppost 
G A L L E R Y 

 
 

Join us during Lent and Easter at Lamppost Gallery for 

The Folly of God 
an exhibition of prints and a series of weekly reflections 

on the original artwork of 

SIEGER KÖDER 
EXHIBITION DATES 

26 February – 23 April, 2017 
WEEKLY REFLECTIONS 

led by The Revd Sue Brooks 
10:30 – 11:15am on Tuesdays 

starting 7 March 2017 for five weeks 
VENUE 

Lamppost Gallery St James the Less Church Foyer 
cnr Nepean Hwy & Koetong Pde, Mt Eliza 

GALLERY HOURS 
Tuesdays 10:30 – 11:30am 

Sundays 9am – 12pm 
(other times by appointment) 

This series of prints of original artwork by German artist Sieger Köder 
(1925-2015) follows Christ's journey to the Cross and through to 
Resurrection. Colourfully charged and vibrantly expressive, Köder's 
works are theological explorations that invite us to connect with the 
gospel narrative and reflect on our own relation with the person and 
divinity of Jesus. This show and series of Tuesday morning reflections 
coincides with the seasons of Lent and Easter and provides a space for 
quiet contemplation for all who visit. 

Image: Sieger Köder, The Folly of God: Face to Face 

Lamppost Gallery is an initiative of the Anglican Parish of Mt Eliza 
mteliza.melbourneanglican.org.au 

! 
© 
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Anglican Parish of Mt Eliza 

EASTER 
services 

 
Maundy Thursday 7pm 

 
Good Friday 10am 

 
Easter Day 10am 

 
 
 

St James the Less Church 
cnr Nepean Hwy & Koetong Pde 

Mt Eliza 
 
 

MARCH 2017 PAGE 13 



PAGE 14 THE GRAPEVINE 

COMMUNITY FETE 2017 

THANK YOU to all who helped to make the 2017 Community Fete 

on 25 February such a success!  

Funds raised were approximately  $13,000.00. 

Improved advertising and extra attractions such as the karate and 

soccer club demonstrations were well received. 

The pony rides were a big hit, with strong interest!  

Planning for the 2018 Community Fete will commence in October. 

CARITAS 
Caritas means “Christian Love for Others” and is part of the 

World Wide Mothers’ Union, an international Christian 

organisation that seeks to support families worldwide.  Our group 

meets on the fourth Monday of the month – February to 

November – in the small meeting room in the Pioneer Hall.  We 

meet at 10.00am for a short meeting, and then enjoy fellowship 

over morning tea, followed by a guest speaker or an activity.  

You are assured of a warm welcome if you would like to attend 

any month. Details of our activities are published each month in 

the parish newsletter.  

If you would like to know more about our group please contact 

Joan Mitchell (Pres), or Joan Stock (Secretary).  

Our phone numbers are in the Parish Directory. 
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The past few months have been a very busy period for the 
wardens who have attended to numerous property and other 
issues. 
 
Gum tree in the car park 
In a previous edition of the Grapevine we mentioned that one of 
the large gum trees at the edge of the car park was showing 
signs of deterioration. The wardens commissioned a report from 
an arborist and although the apparent cracks in the trunk were 
not considered dangerous, the arborist indicated the tree was 
infested with borers and in his opinion should be removed. The 
wardens applied to the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council for an 
appropriate permit but approval to remove the tree was not 
granted as it was not considered dangerous or in need of 
removal. At this stage the wardens will treat the tree for the 
borer infestation but take no further action to remove the tree. 
 
Stained glass window. 
Late last year one of the glass panels protecting our beautiful 
stained glass window was destroyed during a storm. A temporary 
metal shutter was installed to prevent damage to the stained 
glass and the wardens arranged for a replacement glass panel to 
be made and installed. This installation has been completed. An 
insurance claim has been lodged with the diocese. 
 
Mount Eliza Primary School. 
Prior to Christmas the wardens wrote to the Mount Eliza Primary 
School asking that they include a request for school parents 
entering the church’s rear car park to drop-off/pick-up children to 
observe the 5 km/hour speed limit. We also requested 
consideration be given to making a donation towards the upkeep 
of the car park.  
The school has included a paragraph in their newsletter relating 
to the speed limit and agreed to pay $1,000 towards the upkeep 
of our car park. The wardens thank the School Council for their 
assistance. 
 
Flooding in the Hall female toilets. 
Heavy rain in January caused minor flooding in the ladies toilet of 
the Hall. Inspection indicated this was a consequence of a large 
volume of water overflowing the gutterings which were clogged 
with leaf litter. The damage to the toilet wall is relatively minor 
and will be repaired midyear along with other minor movement 
cracks in the corners of some of the offices on the north-west 
side of the complex. In the meantime the wardens arranged for 

WARDENS’ REPORT ON PROPERTY  
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WARDENS’ REPORT ON PROPERTY (CONT’D) 

the gutters to be cleaned by a specialist cleaning contractor. 
 
Hall break-in. 
During January the Hall was broken into. It is believed that one of 
the rear doors (leading onto the balcony) may have been left 
open after an event. The Vicar’s office door was forced open 
causing minor damage. Other than $10 of stamp money held in 
the office, nothing was stolen. The matter was reported to police. 
 
105A Koetong Parade (the former vicarage). 
As a consequence of several severe wind storms late last year, 
there has been a huge volume of leaf litter dumped on the rear 
car park area and the former vicarage. The gutters were clogged 
with leaves. The wardens arranged for contractors to clear the 
gutters and we are investigating the most cost-effective and 
appropriate gutter-guard to reduce ongoing maintenance. 
In December the tenants reported that two of the three toilet 
cisterns were flowing continuously. Our plumber inspected the 
problem and indicated that spare parts were no longer available 
and the units needed to be replaced. They were the original units 
(30+ years old). Replacement was arranged. 
The front timber fence has been completed. When the “green” 
timber dries out we will stain it and in autumn landscape the 
garden inside the fence and along the fence line facing the car 
park. The landscaped area will be covered with mulch. The 
landscaping will improve the appearance of the front of the home 
and stop the drainage problems which currently exist due to the 
compacted soil under the gum trees. It will also reduce the 
maintenance involved with this section of the property.  
 
Sarnia Birch, John Paterson and Kelvin Taylor 
Churchwardens 

Parish Working Bee 
 
As a Parish community we all take great  
pride in our beautiful church buildings and  
the surrounding garden and we must work 
to maintain the property. We plan to hold a 
 working bee on Saturday 8 April  
commencing around 9.00AM.  
The tasks include: 
tidying up our beautiful Garden of Remembrance (weeding, clipping the 
hedge bushes and removing a few dead plants), finishing a pebble 
pathway from the front door to the carport at 105A Koetong Parade (the 
previous vicarage) and some initial garden work before planting some 
new shrubs in late Autumn, and tidying up the rear car park area. 
If you are able to attend could you please ring Kel Taylor 8319 5676 or 
John Paterson 9787 2 739 .  

We need your help. 



The 12 month forecast for 201/17 shows a deficiency, i.e. 
income less than expenditure of $28,000. This is $17,000 worse 
than budget.  The key assumption is that Offertory will remain 
close to current levels over the balance of 2016-17.  Any 
significant reduction in Offertory will likely result in the 
postponement of a number of Maintenance projects and the 
drawing down of limited cash reserves.  
 
Property Income generated from the rental of 105A Koetong 
Parade and Hall Rental is forecast to finish on budget for the full 
year. The expected final return from our Community Fete of 
$12,500, of which 10% will be allocated to Mission, is $2,500 
better than budget  - a very good result and reward for effort by 
all involved. 
 
The major item within forecast Total Expenditure for the year is 
Staff costs, representing 86% of Offertory. While this percentage 
is higher than normal due to the bringing to account  full 
provisions for annual leave and long service leave for all staff, 
when Staff costs are combined with the Diocesan Assessment 
payment of $33,840 for 2016-17, the full amount of Offertory is 
absorbed.  This further highlights the importance of both 
Property and Activities (Private Services and fundraising) 
income, given that a significant  component  of all remaining 
expenditure, e.g. Insurance, Utilities, Rates and Hall Loan, is a 
fixed cost from year to year.   
 
Recognising the current forecast for 2016-17, the wardens, 
together with the Vicar, will continue to closely examine all areas 
of expected Income and Expenditure for the remainder of the 
year, and importantly, begin careful consideration of the budget 
for 2017-18, with the aim of returning the  
parish to a surplus position that will enable us to absorb all or 
some of the above deficiency. 
 
Should you wish any further explanation or detail, please contact 
either warden, i.e. Kelvin Taylor ph. 8319 5676, John Paterson 
ph. 9787 2739, or Sarnia Birch ph. 5977 0401 
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WARDENS’ FINANCIAL UPDATE:   YEAR -TO -DATE February 2017 



 
 
 

Description 

Budget 
YTD 
Feb’17 

Actual 
YTD 
Feb’17 

  Budget 
 12 

Mths 
2016/1

7 

Forec
ast 
12 

Mths 
2016/

17 

Variati
on 

from 
Budget 

INCOME             

Offertory 96 94   229 221 (8) 

Other (Donations, LPG, Grants 

ADF) 
2 1   5 3 (2) 

Property (105A Koetong & Hall) 20 19   47 47 - 

Activities (Fete, Mission, Private 

Services) 
18 14   30 28 (2) 

TOTAL INCOME 136 128   311 299 (12) 

              

EXPENDITURE             

Staff 74 72   181 191 (10) 

Ministry (LPG, Assessment, Conf.) 18 21   44 44 - 

Administration (Insurance, 

Stationary) 
10 9   24 22 2 

Occupancy (Utilities) 6 4   13 13 - 

Maintenance (55StM,Hall,Grds, 

etc) 
10 8   24 24 - 

Property (105A Koetong only) 4 3   6 6 - 

Hall Loan Repayments 8 8   19 19 - 

Mission 10% Offertory 5 -   11 8 3 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 135 125   322 327 (5) 

              

SURPLUS / (DEFICIENCY) 1 3   (11) (28) (17) 

Summary: Actual  YTD  5 Mths to Feb’17  
and Forecast 12 Mths 2016/17 v’s Budget, $’000’s 
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Please check the monthly pew bulletin and updates on the web site for 
more details closer to when events are to happen. 
 
DATE  EVENT  LOCATION       TIME 
 
15 March  Parish Council  Meeting Room, Parish Hall 7.30pm 
 
2 April  Parish BBQ & Get-Together Melen’s: 10 Peach Street, Pearcedale. 12.30 
 
8 April  Parish Working Bee  Church grounds  9.00am 
 
9 April  Palm Sunday  Final current services celebrated 
 
13 April  Maundy Thursday  Main Church  7.00pm 

 

14 April  Good Friday  Main Church  10.00am 

 

16 April  Easter Day  Main Church  10.00am 

 
19 April  Parish Council  Meeting Room, Parish Hall 7.30pm 
 
23 April  Traditional Service  Main Church`  8.30am 

  Contemporary Service Main Church  10.30am 

 
25 April  ANZAC DAY 
 
17 May  Parish Council  Meeting Room, Parish Hall 7.30pm 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
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REGISTRAR NOTES 
 

FUNERALS:   Graham Ryan 
                   Lucille Reubens  

  
Please continue to pray for these people and their families. 



105 Koetong Parade 

Mount Eliza  VIC  3930 

 

Phone: 9775 3301 

 

E-mail: anglicanmounteliza@gmail.com 

Web: mteliza.melbourneanglican.org.au 

We are a community of Christians who strive to know Christ and to 
make Christ known, in our church, in our families, in our communities 
and in the world. We worship in the wide variety of styles offered by the 
Anglican tradition, from choral Eucharist to Sunday school, from 
traditional service to contemporary praise, for seniors and children, for 
youth and adults. There is something for everyone ~ whoever you are, 
wherever you come from, you are welcome to join us as we meet God 
here. 

The Anglican Parish of  Mount Eliza 

 To know Christ and to make Christ known 

Sundays until 9 April 2017 

7.45 am Holy Communion (from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer) 

 St James the Less historic church 
 
9 am Holy Communion with Children’s Programs every week in term time. 

 St James the Less main church 
  
10 am Holy Communion 

 Chapel of the Resurrection, The Peninsula School. 
 
10.30 am Choral Eucharist  St James the Less main church 

 

Sundays from 23 April 2017 in the Main Church 

8.30 am Holy Communion 

10.30 am  Contemporary Family Service  
  
 

5.00pm Choral Evensong ~ 4th Sunday  

  St James the Less historic church 

Every Wednesday 

10.30am Holy Communion   St James the Less historic church 

    

 SERVICES AT MT ELIZA  

 

 


