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Recently, I preached a  
couple of sermons on  
1 Corinthians 12 about what it means for the church to 
be called the óBody of Christô. Those sermons are 
available to be listened to as a podcast on our website. 
We recently had a Leaders Day also focusing on what is 
the churchôs core business. The following are some 
further thoughts and summary about what it means to 
be Godôs church. 
 
Collective nouns, like a pride of lions, a murder of 
crows, or a mob of kangaroos, note a particularity 
about the corporate nature of a type of creature.  
 
In the bible, the church, which accurately means the 
assembly of Godôs people rather than the name of the 
place we meet, has a number of collective nouns 
assigned to it: a flock of sheep (John 10), the vine and 
its branches (John 15), the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12), a spiritual house (with each of us 
described as a living stone), a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, and a holy nation (all from 1 Peter 2). 
 
There is a lot of significance in these collective nouns 
for they describe what we are like, and also what we 
do. Some of the images are comforting, like being a 
flock of sheep that God looks after with our Lord Jesus 
Christ being our Good Shepherd. But that is not all 
there is to us. We do not remain as lambs. Some of the 
other images call upon us to be bold and responsible. 
 
Peterôs images denote cohesion as a group, also a 
distinction and a privilege for the purposes of God to be 
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REFLECTION FROM THE  VICAR (CONTINUED)  

worked through each and every member of the church. Paul, in using the 
image of the body of Christ, also emphasizes this as he describes the 
many different parts, all of which are important. Each member has been 
given gifts from God so we all can contribute to the life and health of the 
church ï together we are like a complete body with everything working. 
Each gift we have comes to the fore in leading the body when it is most 
important. 
 
That is important to realise in understanding the area of leadership. 
Leadership not only comes from the head, but from individuals within and 
the community as a whole. Within a community, each person may have 
their moment of leadership. It may be an opportune moment for truth-
telling, a moment when oneôs unique gift comes to the fore, or a moment 
when a different perspective clarifies an issue. Even ongoing faithful 
support in the background leads towards change. And that has been the 
case as we, as a whole church, have gone through a significant transition. 
 
The whole community when fulfilling their corporate identity are purveyors 
of hope, giving the message that something is worth the effort. 
Community leadership is, of its essence, about the gathering of people. 
Gathering invites people to be stronger and to act for what we believe in, 
by being together.  
 
By gathering together, our faith is stronger, our witness is stronger, and 
our ministry is stronger. 
 
This is more than running a church. We are not a club. We have a calling, 
a significant role to play in the world both as the church gathered and the 
church dispersed. 
 
Jesus used the image of a vine for his followers. Vines who would bear 
fruit as long as they were connected and drawing their life from the main 
trunk. This image is very organic, very body of Christ-like. We receive, we 
grow, we bear fruit and we give nourishment, or life, to others. 
 
Collectively we are the vineyard, the body, the Temple, the household ï 
there are many collective nouns for the church. They all have significance, 
as describing those who make up the church. 
 
There is a story of the Spartan King who boasted to a visiting monarch 
about the walls of Sparta. The visiting monarch looked around and could 
see no walls. He said to the Spartan King: ñWhere are these walls about 
which you boast so much?ò His host pointed at his bodyguard of 
magnificent troops. ñThese,ò he said, ñare the walls of Sparta, every 
individual a brick.ò 
 
Jennie  
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SHORT STUDY: BOOK OF REVELATION  

Wish you were here! 
Anglican Parish of Mount Eliza 

 
JOIN OUR WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY 

 
We are a vibrant community that offers many ways to connect. Contact 

our ministry team for more information: 
 

Sunday 8.30am Traditional Service 
Sunday 10.30am Contemporary Service with Childrenôs Program 

 
Wednesday 10.30am Traditional Service in the historic church 

 
Playgroup, Childrenôs Church, Caritas, Bible Study Groups, Bible 
Study @ Church, Prayer Chain, Pastoral Care, Hospital Visiting, 
Frankston Community SupportðFood Donations, MECCS 

Transportation, Community Fete,  
 
 

mteliza.melbourneanglican.org.au 

Revôd Jennie Savage will conduct a Short Course 
Study on the New Testament book of Revelation 
(alongside the sermon series) commencing 30 April. 
 
 

Parish Meeting Room 
5 Weekly Sessions 

Tuesdays 7.30pm-9.30pm 
From 30 April to 3 June 2019 

(No session 14 May) 
 
 

Unlimited spaces 
Please register your interest at the office 9775 3301 or by 

email to anglicanmounteliza@gmail.com 
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SUMMER 2019                    PAGE 5 

Our group meets on the last Monday of the month ï February to November 
ï in the small meeting room in the Pioneer Hall.  We meet at 10.00am for 
a short meeting, and then enjoy fellowship over morning tea, followed by a 
guest speaker or an activity.  Our membership is not limited to ladies only 
and parishioners are welcome to come along to attend any meeting. The 
program for the year will be displayed on the noticeboard in the narthex or 
I can email you a copy. 

Our nimble-fingered members are knitting comfort rugs this year for 
distribution to Fusion, Mt Martha.  There is a box in the narthex where 
contributions can be placed each Sunday to be blessed along with the food 
donations before being delivered to the agency. Thank you to our 
parishioners who donate wool for this cause.  See Val Cole if you have any 
queries. 

You are assured of a warm welcome if you would like to attend any month. 
If you would like to know more about our group please contact Joan 
Mitchell (Pres).  5914 0079 

COOKING CLASSES 
 
HOT CROSS BUNS FOR EASTER! 
 
John Welsh will be taking orders at the Fete 
for Hot Cross Buns ($5 for 6). 
 
Anyone who would like to learn how to 
make them is welcome on the morning of 
Thursday 11 April. 
 
Hot Cross Buns will be available for 
collection in the afternoon. 
 
These classes have been a wonderful 
opportunity for fellowship and fun while 
learning useful skills. Keep an eye out for 
announcements in the pewsheet. 

SPECIAL SERVICES COMING UP  

ASH WEDNESDAY: 6 MARCH  
10.30AM Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes, 
Historic Church 
7.30PM Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes, Maun 
Church 
COMBINED SERVICE: 31 MARCH 9.30AM 
Followed by Parish Sausage Sizzle 



EASTER @ CHURCH  
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MAUNDY THURSDAY:  7.30PM 
Taize Style Service with The Washing of the Hands and 
Feet, Communion, the Stripping of the Sanctuary, and 
Hour of Prayer 

GOOD FRIDAY: 10AM 
Veneration of the Lordôs Passion 

EASTER DAY: 10AM 
Holy Communion on the most important day of the 
Christian calendar. 
 

ALL WELCOMEðPLEASE COME! 


