
  

  

From the Vicar 1-3 

Stewardship 

 

Our Link 

Missionaries 

Working Bee              

Caritas 

Lamppost Gallery 

3-5 

 

6 

 

6 

6 

8 

5 Gardenersõ 

Gardens 

7 

  

Quarterly News of the Anglican Parish of Mount Eliza 

WINTER 2017 

The Grapevine 
VICAR  
Revõd Jennie Savage  

ASSISTANT CURATE  

Revõd Paul Carr 

FAMILY  MINISTER  
Mrs Sam White 

PASTORAL LAY 

MINISTER  

Mrs Libby Paterson 

 

Lamppost Gallery 

 

8-9 

Holy Land Trip  10 

Farewells: 

Greg Leone 

 

Revõd Paul Carr & 

Family  

 

News on our new 

Services 

 

Volunteers needed 

 

Dates for the 

Diary  

 

11 

 

11-

12 

 

12 

 

 

14 

 

15 

  

  
  

I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE : 

FROM 

THE  
VICAR  

 
Luke 14:25-33  

Counting the  
Cost 
 
 
There are a number of times in the synoptic gospels 
where Jesus uses the phrase of taking up your cross. 
In this passage, he adds the phrase of counting the 
cost along with a couple of illustrations. But is it 
possible to count the cost before taking up my 
cross?  For truly, I do not know what will be asked of 
me. 
 
Taking up the cross is about taking up life. There is a 
cost to living. We understand it more easily in fiscal 
terms, be it by committing oneself to a mortgage, or 
paying off a car. We have to make sure our income 
will cover the bills, so we count the cost of our 
purchases, and monitor our use of utilities. 
 
Counting the cost of a marriage, or having a child, is 
not so easy. For better, for worse we say, not having 
any foresight as to what better or worse is going to 
look like. 
 
Deciding to have a child is based on an ideal, and 
who would think about the unforeseen costs of 
disability, of not just being a parent, but a carer; or 
of fraught relationships, of being severely tested in 
your patience and self-control? 
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FROM THE  VICAR (CON TINUED)  

 
There might be the promise of a career, or vocation, of following your 
passion. But who can know exactly what the cost of its reality will be? 
 
As the Church, we are also called to take up our cross as one body, to 
have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) and to strive side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel (Philippians 1:27). In taking up 
our cross, and turning our mind to be like Christ, we acknowledge that 
the path we take is one of sacrifice and willingly pay the cost. A strange 
decision to make by our society, but we believe Jesusô words that are 
attached to the corresponding passage in Matthew 16:24-28 where he 
adds: For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it.  
 
In all these aspects of life, we will have those times of thinking óI never 
expected this would happen to me,ô (in the negative sense) or, óI donôt 
know if I can deal with this.ô This is where we feel the cost, because we 
have to let something go, or make an adjustment, because the life God 
gives us is not all under our own control.  
 
We are all part of a bigger picture. Each of us is part of a family, part of 
a community, part of Christôs body ï the church, part of Godôs world, the 
whole world for whom Christ died. 
 
The shocking verse at the start of the Lukan passage ï Whoever comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, yes and even life itself, cannot be my disciple ï is 
hyperbole, a style of teaching using overstatements that Jesus used to 
drive a point home. But Jesusô point is a strong one summed up at the 
end of the passage: So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if 
you do not give up all your possessions. 
 
What is it we find hard to let go of, as life changes and morphs in our 
family, community, church and the world? Is it ideals, conveniences, 
comforts, maybe simply the familiar? And who wants to be confronted, 
embrace loss and discomfort? It is not our natural inclination. 
 
In hindsight, we often see how we have grown and become stronger 
through difficult times. In that we give thanks to God, yet do not feel too 
keen to go through it again! But when we are feeling challenged, let us 
pray and ask our Lord to see what the opportunity is in what we are 
faced with, for there is an opportunity, often something that will stretch 
us and its benefits may well go beyond us as God uses our life to give 
life.  
 
Change, which is often a challenge, comes to us in all forms of life. 
Particularly for the church both global and local, change requires the 
opposite of battening down the hatches, instead we have to stand and 
brave the storms and navigate our way forward relying on Godôs Spirit 
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to guide us. 
 
I have quoted from Philippians and Colossians which are known as the 
óprison lettersô of St Paul. Philippians is called the letter of joy despite 
Paulôs imprisonment because of his marvellous testimony: I want you to 
know beloved, that what has happened to me has actually helped to 
spread the gospel é and most of the brothers and sisters having been 
made confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word 
with greater boldness and without fear. (Philippians 1:12-14) 
 
Let us be bold and without fear as we take on the cost of being disciples 
of Christ, that by losing our life for his sake, we may find it. 
 
May the grace of the Lord be with you, 
Jennie 

STEWARDSHIP  

 

Our 2017/18 Stewardship Program will be launched on Sunday 13 

August 2017. Stewardship Packs will be available for members of all 

congregations, including Wednesday, as well as for supporters of the 

parish who may not be able to regularly attend services.  Those not 

collected will be mailed.   

Over the next few weeks please consider with prayer, the extent to 

which you or your family will be able to making a financial commitment, 

as well a commitment of your time and talents, in support of the 

ongoing ministry in our parish and the many necessary tasks need to be 

carried out.  In view of the recent activity in setting up service rosters 

to which many have committed, the 2017/18 Time and Talents ñreturnò 

will focus on those other important aspects not already covered. 

A Christian life is marked by its commitment to service and giving.  ñThe 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 

 

YOUTH 
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STEWARDSHIP (CONTõD) 

ransom for manyò (Matthew 20:28).  Therefore we are all called to service 

within the Church, whether it is in its ministries, such as assisting in 

aspects of Sunday and Wednesday services, pastoral care, helping with 

fund-raising and other events, such as working bees to maintain grounds 

and buildings, or if you are unable to undertake physical activities, 

spending time in prayer each day. These are all part of our stewardship as 

Christians and an integral part of Christian life. 

An important aspect of Christian life is how you use your financial 

resources and more particularly how you use then to support Godôs work 

and his Church.  As we all know, every organisation needs money to keep 

going and the Church is no exception. 

All of the stewardship money, that is money given to support the life of 

the Church, both in the Sunday collection or through a regular 

commitment or pledge, goes directly into our accounts. This money is then 

used to pay the living expenses of clergy and staff, and day-to-day 

operating costs.  In our case this is supplemented by property rental 

(105A Koetong Parade) and hall hire.  Even with this additional income we 

continue to rely on major fundraising events, such as the annual parish 

fete and the bi-annual ó5 Gardeners Gardensô, to balance our 

books.  Although 2017/18 will be no different, we do need to move away 

from this reliance by increasing offertory giving as a proportion of our total 

income. 

ñHow much should I give?ò Giving is totally dependent upon you and your 

ability to give. In the scriptures the amount often required was a ótitheô or 

one tenth of oneôs income. But this is not a rule, some are able and willing 

to give more, others are not able to give that much. 

ñWhy make a personal financial commitment or pledge?ò An important 

aspect of stewardship is planning your giving so as to make it a real part 

of your whole life. The first thing is to include your stewardship in your 

weekly, fortnightly or monthly budget.  All parishioners are invited and 

encouraged to make a financial commitment to the life and ministry of the 

Anglican Parish of Mount Eliza by making a pledge for their intended giving 

in the coming year. 

Pledging helps by keeping you accountable to your own budget and 

intentions.  

Pledging helps by allowing Parish Council to more accurately budget and 

forecast.  

No amount is too small or too large to be pledged. 

Details of your pledge remain completely confidential, the only 

person who has details of your giving is the Parish Recorder. (Fred 

Rowney, ph. 03 5977 6630) 
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STEWARDSHIP (CONTõD) 

You can change your pledge (up or down) at any time, if your 

circumstances change, simply by contacting the Parish Recorder. 

 

There are two ways in which you can give by pledging: 

1. Direct debit through the Anglican Development Fund (ADF) 

¶ By electronic transfer from your bank or credit card 

¶ You decide how much and how often, e.g. weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly.  

¶ This method is simplest for you and the church ï once set up 

there is no need to keep track of whether you are up to date with 

pledged giving.  

¶ Those who give in this manner can request a pack of slips, which 

can be placed in the collection plate week by week as a token of 

your pledge. 

¶ This is the preferred means of giving from the Churchôs standpoint 

as it allows Parish Council to manage cash flow. It also means 

that when you are away your giving will still continue as parish 

expenses continue throughout the year. 

¶ ADF Giving forms will be in your Stewardship Pack available on 13 

August 2017 

 

2. Envelopes 

Should you decide to use this form of giving,  

¶ Envelopes will be provided to you by the Parish Recorder.  

¶ Each set (of envelopes) has a designated code number which is 

recorded on the front of the envelopes. Only the Parish Recorder 

knows which number corresponds to which individual or family.  

¶ Envelopes are placed in the collection bowl at whichever service 

you attend.  

¶ Giving may be by cash or cheque. 

 

If you decide to join the committed giving program, either in the form of 

direct debit or envelopes, please complete the form in your Stewardship 

Pack and return them to the Parish Recorder on at any service leading 

up to Thanksgiving Sunday, on 3 September 2017, where all giving 

commitments will be received and blessed. 

 

Revôd Jennie Savage, Vicar  

Wardens: Sarnia Birch, John Paterson & Kel Taylor 
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OUR LINK MISSIONARIES  

 Parish Working Bee 
We plan to hold a working bee on  
Saturday 22 July commencing around 9.00AM.  
The tasks include: tidying up our beautiful Garden 
of Remembrance and particularly tidying up the  
rear car park area and removing a large amount 
of rubbish. If you are able to attend could you  
please ring Kel Taylor 8319 5676 or John Paterson  
9787 2739. We need your help. 

CARITAS 
Caritas means ñChristian Love for Othersò and is part of the World Wide 
Mothersô Union, an international Christian organisation that seeks to 
support families worldwide.  Our group usually meets on the fourth Monday 
of the month ï February to November ï in the Meeting Room in the 
Pioneer Hall.  We meet at 10.00am for a short meeting, and then enjoy 
fellowship over morning tea, followed by a guest speaker or an activity.  
Ladies are assured of a warm welcome if you would like to attend any 
month.  
Upcoming events: 28th Augustð Sarnia Birch will be telling us about her 
recent trip to the Holy Land with a group escorted by the Rev Roger 
Featherston; 25th Septemberð Rev Brendan Wilson ï a Muslim who has 
converted to Christianity and is a priest in the Free Church of England.  All 
parishioners will be welcome to come along to hear these speakers. 
If you would like to know more about our group please contact Joan 
Mitchell (Pres) 5914 0079 , or Joan Stock (Sec) 5976 8719.   
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  5 Gardenersô Gardens  
28 & 29 October 2017 

 
Since 2009, every two years, the parish has organised for the 
opening of five gardens in Mt Eliza and nearby.  
This year the gardens vary from a regular quarter acre block 
(an amazing organic garden full of surprises) to two acres with 
resident waterfowl on the dam. 
The entry charge is always reasonable and the event is not to 
be missed.  
This is a major fund raising event for the parish. As well as the 
gardens there are stalls selling plants, produce, gifts and 
second hand gardening books. Teas and light lunches are also 
available. 
The gardens are at:    

 7 Amesbury Road, Mt Eliza   

10 Watts Parade, Mt Eliza 

 1 Sunnyside Road, Mt Eliza   

65 Boes Road, Tyabb 

 1269 Nepean Highway, Mt Eliza  

      
Gardens are open both Saturday and Sunday 10am ï 4pm. 

5 GARDENERSõ GARDENS 
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LAMPPOST GALLERY  
 
 

In conversation about art and prayer at 

Lamppost Gallery 

This winter, we had the pleasure of hosting artist Karly Michelle's 

exhibition, Trying to Pray (when there are no words) at Lamppost 

Gallery. The works ranged from paper, wire and plaster installations to 

stitched textiles and artist books, and in each case invited viewers into a 

conversation with the artist about what it is to pray, especially during 

times of difficulty, pain and loss.  

On Sunday 2 July, the conversation continued when Karly Michelle joined 

us for the afternoon to further discuss her practice and the thoughts, 

meditations and experiences that inspired the work. Over 20 people 

attended and made it a rich conversation and celebration of Karly's 

beautiful exhibition.  

Special thanks to Karly for sharing her work and self with us, and the 

Lamppost Gallery Group who curated, attended and shared hospitality in 

the space throughout the exhibition. We are very grateful. 

 

 

Rebekah Pryor in conversation with Karly Michelle, 
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LAMPPOST GALLERY  

Preparations are now underway for our September exhibition.  

 
Time : Place is a new exhibition of work by Jill Miglietti, an award-winning 

artist in fibre and textiles. Using a variety of techniques, Miglietti creates 

surfaces like topographies that map her personal connection to place. She 

writes, óI see my art making as an extension of my experiences, particularly 

those relating to the physical environment. I ñknowò a place by its colours, 

its textures, its patterns, shapes and lines. This knowledge is distilled and 

simplified, evoking the essence of place rather than recording reality. With 

fibre as medium, I build these evocations with physical and metaphorical 

layers, blurring the boundary between two and three dimensions.ô 

 

Jill Miglietti is a long-time member of the parish and we look forward to 

hosting this special exhibition of her art. The show begins with an Opening 

Celebration on Friday 1 September, 6-8pm and continues until 24 

September. Check the Lamppost page on the website for more details. 
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PARISHIONERS ON TRIP TO THE HOLY LAND  

A number of our parishioners were fortunate to be able to join Revôd 

Roger Featherston in May on a trip to Jordan and Israel, with some 

venturing on to Egypt as well. It was a real blessing, and at times 

overwhelming, to be in the land where Jesus was born, lived, was 

crucified and rose again, visiting many significant places. 

As part of the visit to Jerusalem, attending a service at the Anglican St 

Georgeôs Cathedral was always planned but a bonus was that the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, happened to be visiting 

Jerusalem and the Holy Land at the same time so we were able to attend 

the service where he was preaching. It was a moving experience to hear 

parts of the service in Arabic, to have other parts translated (even the 

sermon!) into Arabic, and to have hymns sung simultaneously in English 

and Arabic. 

Sarnia Birch will be speaking about this visit  

to the Holy Land at the  

Caritas meeting on 28th August. 


